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Please Note:
•	Silence	pagers,	cell	phones,	and	signal	watches	during	the	performance.
•	The	use	of	cameras	and	recording	devices	is	prohibited.
•	Latecomers	will	be	seated	only	between	movements/selections.
•	All	children	should	be	carefully	supervised	so	that	they	are	not	disruptive	to	the	
musicians	or	the	audience.

•	Smoking	is	prohibited	anywhere	on	school	property.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Please enjoy this evening’s performance.

The	 Susquehanna	 Symphony	 Orchestra	 was	 founded	 in	 1978	 by	 Sheldon	 Bair	 and	 is	 a	
community	 orchestra	 of	 professional	 and	 amateur	 volunteer	 musicians.	 The	 Susquehanna	
Symphony’s	home	is	in	Harford	County,	Maryland,	near	the	mouth	of	the	Susquehanna	River.	
The	Orchestra	performs	a	subscription	series	of	concerts	every	year	in	addition	to	outdoor	and	
chamber	music	concerts.	The	Orchestra	has	performed	opera	and	ballet,	as	well	as	standard	
orchestral	repertoire,	and	is	known	for	its	premieres	of	new	works	and	performances	of	unusual	
repertoire.	 The	Orchestra	performed	 in	St.	 Patrick’s	Cathedral,	New	York	City	 for	 over	3,000	
people	in	November	2007,	and	at	Carnegie	Hall	for	2,500	people	in	October	2009.	

This	 year	marks	 the	 34th	 Season	 of	 the	 Susquehanna	 Symphony	 Orchestra.	 Such	 longevity	
would	not	be	possible	without	your	support.	We	thank	you	for	attending	this	evening’s	concert,	
and	look	forward	to	many	more	years	of	making	music!

Mission Statement
The	 Susquehanna	 Symphony	 Orchestra	 (SSO)	 strives	 to	 stimulate	 creativity	 and	 intellectual	
growth	 in	 the	 local	 community	 and	 volunteer	musicians	 through	 the	 performance	 of	 diverse	
orchestral	works.

Thank You!
The	SSO	would	like	to	thank	Chris	Schler,	Joyce	Oliver,	and	Laura	Stafford	from	the	Town	of	Bel	Air	
for	all	their	help	with	coordinating	the	concerts	and	contracts	with	Bel	Air	High	School.	We	also	
wish	to	thank	Paul	Labe,	Dean	for	Visual,	Performing,	and	Applied	Arts	at	HCC;	Joseph	Voskuhl,	
Principal,	Bel	Air	High	School;	and	the	Bel	Air	High	School	Music	Department,	Terri	Mathews,	
Department	 Chair.	 We	 thank	 Harford	 Community	 College	 for	 providing	 rehearsal	 space;	 our	
ticket	outlets;	and	our	sponsors/donors	who	make	sharing	excellent	orchestral	music	with	our	
community	possible.

The	SSO	would	also	like	to	thank	James	McFarland,	Professor	of	Art	&	Design,	Visual,	Performing,	
and	 Applied	 Arts	 Division,	 HCC,	 and	 his	 students	 for	 creating	 the	 posters	 for	 this	 season’s	
concerts.

Our 34th Season



Theldon Myers People Look East  

Franz Josef Haydn Concerto for Trumpet and Orchestra in E-Flat Major 
(1732–1809) Allegro
	 Andante
	 Allegro

Raymond Scott (arr. Herfurth) The Toy Trumpet
(1908–1994) Trumpet:	Kevin	Businsky

Intermission

Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov The Snow Maiden: Suite
(1844–1908) Introduction
	 Dance	of	the	Birds
	 Cortege
	 Dance	of	the	Tumblers

Bill Holcombe ’Twas the Night Before Christmas
(1925–2010) Narrator: Bruce Burns

Bruce Chase (arr.) Christmas Memories 

Sheldon Bair (arr.) A Christmas Sing-Along
	 MetLife	Creative	Connections	Lecture

People Look East was acquired from the composer with our thanks. 
The Toy Trumpet was acquired from Lucks Music Library.

The Susquehanna Symphony Orchestra is supported by funds from the Maryland State Arts Council, an agency dedicated to cultivating a 
vibrant cultural community where the arts thrive, and the Harford County Government through the Harford County Cultural Arts Board. Funding 
for the Maryland State Arts Council is provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency, which believes that a great nation 
deserves great art.
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Music Director
Sheldon Bair is	 the	 Founder	 and	Music	 Director	 of	
the	 Susquehanna	 Symphony	 Orchestra	 (Maryland),	
a	 community	 orchestra	 of	 100	 members.	 He	 holds	
a	 Bachelor’s	 degree	 from	 Elizabethtown	 College	
(Pennsylvania)	 where	 he	 studied	 conducting	 with	
Otis	Kitchen	and	composition	with	James	McVoy	and	
Darrell	Douglas,	and	a	Master’s	degree	from	Towson	
University	 (Maryland).	 In	 addition,	 his	 post-graduate	
studies	include	classes	at	Westminster	Choir	College	
in	 Princeton,	 New	 Jersey.	 Sheldon	 Bair	 has	 studied	
conducting	with	Witold	Rowicki	 in	Vienna,	and	Marc	
Mostovoy,	William	Hudson,	and	Leonid	Grin.

Bair	 teaches	orchestra	 for	 the	Harford	County	Public	Schools	 (Maryland),	 is	
adjunct	faculty	for	Harford	Community	College,	is	on	the	conducting	staff	for	
the	Elizabethtown	College	Music	Camp,	and	 is	often	 invited	 to	conduct	and	
adjudicate	youth	orchestras	and	soloists.	In	November	2000,	Bair	was	bestowed	
the	Paderewski	Award	for	Contributions	to	Society	and	Culture	at	the	Polish	
Embassy	in	Washington,	D.C.	Bair	has	been	the	guest	conductor	for	the	Flower	
Mound	Symphony	Orchestra	 in	Dallas,	 Texas,	and	 the	Oklahoma	City	Youth	
Orchestra.	 In	the	fall	of	2007,	93	members	of	 the	Susquehanna	Symphony	
appeared	at	St.	Patrick’s	Cathedral	in	New	York	City,	performing	a	program	of	
Polish	music	with	several	choirs	in	front	of	an	appreciative,	standing-room-only	
audience.	In	the	fall	of	2009,	100	members	of	the	Susquehanna	Symphony	
performed	on	the	main	stage	at	Carnegie	Hall	for	the	same	Polish	impresario,	
performing	a	program	of	Polish	works	under	three	different	conductors.

Bair,	a	member	of	ASCAP,	has	written	a	number	of	works	 for	student	string	
orchestra,	two	works	for	the	Susquehanna	Symphony,	several	arrangements	for	
orchestra,	and	two	works	for	church	choir.	Ensembles	in	Maryland,	New	Jersey,	
Pennsylvania,	New	York,	and	Texas	have	performed	his	music.	Bair’s	student	
string	orchestra	music	is	published	by	Howard	Publications	(howardpub.com).	
He	lives	in	Bel	Air,	Maryland,	with	his	wife	Barbara	(also	a	musician)	and	two	
of	his	three	children	(the	eldest	is	married	and	lives	in	Virginia).

Leadership	 support	 for	 Meet	 The	 Composer’s	
MetLife	 Creative	 Connections	 program	 is	
generously	 provided	 by	 MetLife	 Foundation.	
Additional	 support	 is	 provided	 by	 The	 Amphion	
Foundation,	 Argosy	 Foundation	 Contemporary	

Music	Fund,	BMI	Foundation,	Inc.,	Mary	Flagler	Cary	Charitable	Trust,	Aaron	Copland	Fund	
for	Music,	 Inc.,	The	William	&	Flora	Hewlett	Foundation,	The	James	 Irvine	Foundation,	
Jerome	Foundation,	mediaThe	foundation,	National	Endowment	 for	 the	Arts,	New	York	
City	Department	 of	 Cultural	 Affairs,	New	York	State	Council	 on	 the	Arts,	 Pennsylvania	
Council	on	the	Arts,	and	Virgil	Thomson	Foundation,	Ltd.
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Our Guest Performers
Kevin Businsky	has	been	playing	the	trumpet	since	he	was	10	
years	old.	He	is	currently	a	fellow	of	the	New	World	Symphony	
in	Miami	Beach,	Florida.	After	an	intensive	three-year	program	
of	performance	and	 training,	NWS	 fellows	emerge	 from	 the	
experience	 prepared	 for	 leadership	 positions	 in	 orchestras	
and	ensembles	around	the	world.	Businsky,	a	graduate	of	C.	

Milton	Wright	High	School	and	the	University	of	Maryland,	competed	with	more	than	
1000	musicians	for	one	of	35	available	fellowships.

Monika Vasey	 is	 involved	 in	 research	 and	 advancements	 of	
musical	 instruments	 for	 people	with	 physical	 disabilities.	 She	
currently	 serves	 as	 Project	Manager	 of	 VSA	 Arts’	 “Sustaining	
Music	Making	for	People	with	Disabilities”	group,	sponsored	by	
NAMM,	which	works	to	raise	awareness	of	adapted	instruments	
and	 technologies	 among	music	 teachers,	musical	 instrument	
manufacturers,	and	the	general	public.	Her	goal	 is	to	start	an	
organization	 that	 will	 serve	 as	 a	 resource	 connecting	 music	
teachers,	students	with	disabilities,	and	creative	engineers	and	
manufacturers	around	the	globe.

About the Composers
Theldon Myers	 is	 an	 ASCAP	 award	 winning	 composer.	
He	has	written	for	orchestra,	band,	chorus,	and	chamber	
groups,	with	performances,	recordings,	and	publications	
of	his	works	being	featured	throughout	the	United	States,	
Canada,	and	Europe.	Born	in	Illinois,	he	earned	his	B.S.	
degree	 from	 Northern	 Illinois	 University,	 his	 M.A.	 from	
California	State	University	at	Fresno,	and	his	D.M.A.	from	
the	 Peabody	 Conservatory	 of	 Johns	 Hopkins	 University.	
His	 composition	 studies	 were	 with	 Wayne	 Bohrnstedt,	
Arthur	 Bryon,	 Nadia	 Boulanger,	 Sandor	 Veress,	 and	
Stefans	Grove.	As	Professor	Emeritus	of	Composition	and	
Theory	at	Towson	University,	Dr.	Myers	is	presently	active	
as	a	free-lance	composer	and	arranger.	His	compositions	
are	 recorded	 on	 the	 Vienna	 Modern	 Masters	 and	
Contemporary	Recording	Studios	labels.

Sheldon Bair,	the	SSO’s	Founder	and	Music	Director,	
has	 written	 a	 number	 of	 works	 for	 student	 string	
orchestra,	two	works	for	the	Susquehanna	Symphony	
Orchestra,	several	arrangements	 for	orchestra,	and	
two	works	for	church	choir.	Ensembles	in	Maryland,	
New	Jersey,	Pennsylvania,	New	York,	and	Texas	have	
performed	his	music.	Bair’s	student	string	orchestra	
music	is	published	by	Howard	Publications.
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Fundraiser Raffle Drawings held at tonight’s concert!  
 (need not be present to win)

INCOME 
State	and	County	Grants	 $5,500
Corporate	Cash	Support	 $500
Individual	Cash	Contributions	 $6,000
Advertising	 $2,000
Ticket	Sales	 $25,000
Fundraising	 $3,500
TOTAL INCOME $42,500

EXPENSES 
Production	(Artists,	Scores,	 
Audio,	Auditorium	rental)	 $24,000
Program	and	other	Printing	 $5,000
Marketing	 $2,500
Admin	(Insurance,	Copies,	Postage,	 
Librarian,	Orch	Manager)	 $8,800
Storage	Rental	 $2,300
TOTAL EXPENSES $42,400

Preston’s 
S t a t i o n e r y ,  I n c .  

family owned and operated since 1 926  

Invitations * Announcements * Place Cards * Programs 
Reception Seating Charts * Office Supplies 

 
410.838.5858 

319 South Main Street - Bel Air, Maryland 
www.prestonstationery.com 

 
Rush Service Available - Appointments Appreciated for Invitations 

One Week at Nags Head 
Windjammer Resort
August	13–20,	2011	
2BR,	Sleeps	6,	Full	Kitchen

Theme Basket Raffle
Purchase	 chances	 to	 win	 one	 of	 many	 Themed	
Gift	 Baskets.	 Baskets	 will	 be	 on	 display	 at	 the	
December	concert.

Sports	•	Pamper	Yourself	•	Cooking	 
Tea	Time	•	Date	Night		•	Romantic	Evening	

Baby		•	Teacher

To	give	you	an	idea	of	what	it	takes	to	implement	five	concerts	a	year,	a	simplified	budget	is	
provided	below.		Even	with	all	the	volunteer	hours,	the	SSO	continues	to	need	your	financial	
support	through	direct	donations	and	your	participation	in	our	fundraisers.		

Thank you for your support!
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First Violins ‡
Wendy	Bohdel,	Concertmaster
Elizabeth	Caughey
Gwendolyn	Clemens
Shannon	Eaton
Mary	Folus
Anne	Lehman
Enid	McClure
Andrew	Nowakowski
Terry	O’Neill
William	Spencer
Lily	Wang
Amy	Wilkinson

Second Violins ‡
Manfred	Reek,	Principal
Anthony	J.	Belcastro
Beverly	Caswell
Ashley	Harris
Megan	Jeddry
Kaitlyn	Lee
Joshua	Lewis
Tim	Moore
Nancy	Purdy
Betty	Schafer
Martha	Schmidt
Sara	Twist
Demi	Wilkerson
Chelsea	Wilks
Jennifer	Yeager

Violas ‡
Jessica	Conklin,	Principal
Will	Conway
Elizabeth	DeGele
Colleen	Grotke
Noreen	Hiltz
Tricia	Hyde
Whitney	McConkey
Caitlin	Norman
Lori	Zimmermann

Violoncellos ‡
Laura	Ruth,	Principal
Elaine	Bundy
Julia	Dather
Fred	Gehris
Mark	Grotke
Barbara	Hill
Kevin	Klein
Michele Martin
Carol	Scanlan

Basses ‡
Brian Folus, Principal
Zachary	Bair
Carol	Benck
Ken	Hennings
Alicia	Watts
Beth	Weed

Flutes
Doris	Reinhardt
Carol	Thompson	
Marjorie	Roberts,	Piccolo

Oboes
Barbara	Bair
Rae	Brackins
Lindsay	Evans,	English Horn

Clarinets
Fiona	Sparks
Kelly	Rhodes
Sara	Egner,	Bass

Bassoons
Benjamin	Schuhart
Victoria	Molnar

Horns
Timothy	Byrnes
Bruce	Kovacs,	Assistant
Dawn	Zipay
Kara	Rowley
Michael	DeZearn

Trumpets
David	Stauffer
Brandon	Powers
Rob	Storey
Kelly	Hall

Trombones
Liz	Antwarg
Matthew	Ghent
Donald	Raff,	Bass

Tuba
Donald	McClure

Piano
Jane	Martin

Harp
Monika	Vasey

Timpani
Allan	Andreycak

Percussion
Mary	Eilerman
George	Costa
Robert	Hoey
Andrew	Peterson
Welles	Still

Librarian
Laura	Ruth

Personnel Managers
Alicia	Farrell
Anne	Lehman

Stage Manager
Welles	Still

Personnel

‡ In Alphabetical Order

Use	the	Amazon.com	link	on	the	SSO	Web	site.	Amazon	will	donate	a	portion	of	sales	
to	the	SSO	if	you	use	this	link	when	you	shop	there.

This works year-round—not just for the holidays!
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People Look East
Theldon Myers

Commissioned	for	the	Baltimore	Chamber	Orchestra	and	its	music	director/
founder	Anne	Harrigan,	People Look East	uses	a	French	Advent	carol	as	the	
inspiration	 for	 this	musical	 setting	 of	 the	 various	moods	 of	 the	 Christmas	
season	with	the	reiterated	declamation	“People,	look	East,	the	time	is	near…”	
opening	the	piece.	Since	the	medieval	French	word	carole	originally	meant	or	
suggested	a	celebratory	round	dance,	the	drum	then	sets	up	a	dance	rhythm	
for	the	English	horn	to	state	the	carol.	Pizzicato	strings	take	over	the	rhythm	as	
accompaniment	for	a	piccolo	duet	suggesting	the	pipers	at	this	happy	event.	A	
change	of	key	offers	the	carol	in	contrasting	fragments	by	brass,	woodwinds,	
and	strings.

Then	 a	 simulation	 of	 other	 instruments	 of	 the	 time	 appears	 as	 the	 oboes	
and	bassoons	present	a	fugato	on	the	tune	accompanied	by	the	harp	playing	
a	 preponderance	 of	 open	 fifths—that	 interval	 so	 dear	 to	 the	medieval	 ear.	
Further	sectionalization	of	the	tune	is	presented	by	alternating	tutti	and	string	
statements	with	echoes	until	a	chorale-type	setting	of	the	carol	is	used	against	
a	scalar	string	background.	The	drum	rhythm	again	appears	with	the	pipers	
gradually	tiring	as	the	dancers	disperse.	 Program notes by the composer.

Concerto for Trumpet and Orchestra in E-Flat Major
Franz Josef Haydn (1732–1809)

Haydn’s	Trumpet Concerto	was	composed	in	1796	when	he	was	64	years	old.	
The	work	was	written	for	his	friend	Anton	Weidinger	who,	in	1793,	had	started	
to	develop	a	keyed	trumpet	that	had	4-6	holes	or	keys	and	could	produce	all	
chromatic	 tones	over	 two	and	a	half	 octaves.	Before	 this,	 the	 trumpet	was	
essentially	a	bugle	with	no	keys	or	valves	that	could	only	play	a	limited	number	
of	tones	by	changing	lip	tension.	As	a	result,	melodies	could	only	be	played	
in	the	extreme	high	range	where	the	notes	became	closer	together,	but	were	

Program Notes

Bring in your ticket stub 
or program for a free 
bowl of our delicious 
cream of crab soup!

Located off Rt. 924 behind Festival Shopping Center, 
near Susquehanna Bank 410-569-5006

2105 Laurel Bush Road   |   Suite 108   |   Bel Air, MD 21015   |   info@pairingsbistro.com
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Program Notes (Cont’d)
also	very	difficult	 to	produce	accurately.	Weidinger	drilled	holes	 in	 the	
instrument	 and	 covered	 them	 with	 woodwind-like	 keys	 that	 unfortunately	
resulted	in	a	poorer	quality	of	sound.	Further	development	by	others	led	to	a	
trumpet	with	valves	that	started	to	appear	in	the	1830s	and	remain	the	type	
used	today.	The	same	technology	was	also	applied	to	the	French	horn,	which	
to	some	degree	had	similar	problems	to	that	of	early	“trumpets.”

One	important	aspect	of	Haydn’s	concerto	was	that	it	brought	the	usable	range	
of	the	trumpet	lower,	leading	to	the	recognition	that	the	instrument	had	solo	
capabilities.	Haydn’s	brother	Michael	(1737–1806),	Leopold	Mozart	(1719–
1787)	 father	 of	 Wolfgang,	 and	 Johann	 Hummel	 (1778–1837)	 also	 wrote	
concertos	for	the	trumpet	with	Hummel’s	being	written	for	Weidinger	also.

The Toy Trumpet
Raymond Scott (1908–1994) (arr. Herfurth)

Raymond	 Scott	 (a	 “stage	 name”	 he	 picked	 from	 a	 phone	 book)	 was	 born	
Harry	Warnow	to	parents	who	had	arrived	from	Russia	in	1906.	He	became	a	
pianist,	composer,	band	leader,	engineer,	inventor,	and	electric	music	pioneer.	
At	age	12	he	assembled	his	first	“audio	laboratory”	and	at	15	composed	his	
first	song	and	worked	his	first	professional	job	as	a	pianist.	His	love	of	science	
led	to	his	graduation	from	Brooklyn	Technical	High	School.	His	older	brother,	
an	accomplished	violinist	and	conductor	who	had	purchased	a	Steinway	grand	
piano	for	him,	agreed	to	pay	his	tuition	at	what	is	now	the	Juilliard	School	of	
Music.

Over	the	years,	Scott	formed	a	number	of	small	groups	and	full	size	bands	and	
wrote	numerous	songs,	including	The Toy Trumpet	in	1936	at	age	27.	At	age	
29	he	became	Music	Director	for	CBS	Radio	where	his	quintet	performed	each	
week	on	“Your	Hit	Parade.”	When	NBC	Television	took	over	the	show	in	1950,	
Scott	became	its	band	leader.	Scott	also	composed	music	for	Hollywood	films	
and	Broadway	 shows	and	during	 his	 lifetime	 invented	numerous	 electronic	
music	devices,	 including	an	electronic	music	synthesizer	as	early	as	1949.	

A John Rutter Christmas featuring Magnificat
Dr. Paul Head, Conductor and Ah Young Hong, Soloist

and the Premiere Performance of Dedication
Martha Banghart, Conductor

Sunday, December 12, 4:00 pm
North Harford High School Performing Arts Center

Adults  $15   Seniors  $10   Students  $5
Tickets available at www.deercreekchorale.org or at the door
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He	holds	many	U.S.	Patents	in	the	areas	of	electronic	audio	circuitry,	
magnetic	tape	mechanisms,	and	even	optical	scanning.

Warner	Brothers	Studios	purchased	the	rights	to	a	number	of	Scott’s	musical	
works	and	used	them	in	their	“Looney	Tunes”	cartoons.	His	music	is	also	heard	
in	the	more	recent	“Ren	&	Stimpy”	cartoons,	although	he	never	intentionally	
wrote	for	that	medium.

The Snow Maiden: Suite
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov (1844–1908)

Although	best	known	for	his	Capriccio Espagnol, Scheherazade, Russian Easter 
Overture, and Flight of the Bumble Bee,	 Rimsky-Korsakov	 also	 composed	
three	symphonies	and	15	operas	as	well	as	three	concertos	and	numerous	
smaller	works.	(Flight of the Bumble Bee	 is	from	his	opera	The Tale of Tsar 
Saltan.)	The Snow Maiden–A Spring Fairy Tale,	composed	during	1880–1881	
and	revised	in	1898,	was	his	third	opera.	It	was	said	to	have	been	his	favorite	
work.	The	libretto,	written	by	the	composer,	was	based	on	a	play	of	the	same	
name	by	Aleksandr	Ostrovsky	which	had	premiered	 in	1873	with	 incidental	
music	by	Tchaikovsky.

The	story	contains	elements	that	were	much	in	favor	 in	Russia	at	the	time,	
namely	opposing	forces	of	nature,	the	actions	of	mythological	characters,	and	
characters	that	were	part	real	and	part	mythical.	Each	group	of	characters	and	
a	 few	 individuals	 had	musical	 themes	 (leitmotifs)	 that	 distinguished	 them.	
Rimsky-Korsakov	also	used	folk	melodies	when	depicting	townspeople.

The	composer	created	orchestral	suites,	such	as	that	being	performed	tonight,	
from	some	of	his	operas.	The	first	two	movements	of	this	suite,	Introduction 
and Dance of the Birds,	are	from	the	Prologue	and	are	played	without	pause.	
The	 third	movement,	Cortege or The Procession of Tsar Berendey,	 is	 taken	
from	Act	II	while	the	fourth	movement	Dance of the Tumblers	is	from	Act	III.

Program Notes (Cont’d)

Magerks Pub & Grill

Welcome to MaGerks Pub & Grill. We are 
located in the historic downtown area of Bel 
Air. Come on in and enjoy one of our Philly 
Cheese Steaks or a jumbo lump crab cake! 
We’ve recently expanded and our new side 
has plenty of seating, shuffleboard, and 
several plasma televisions for all the games! www.magerks.com/belair
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Program Notes (Cont’d)
’Twas the Night Before Christmas
Bill Holcombe (1925–2010)

This	 recent	 setting	 of	 Clement	 Moore’s	 famous	 poem,	 for	 narrator	 and	
orchestra	by	Bill	Holcombe,	has	the	potential	to	rival	the	half	century	old	vocal	
version	made	popular	by	Fred	Waring	and	the	Pennsylvanians.

A	lifetime	resident	of	the	Trenton,	New	Jersey	area,	Wilford	“Bill”	Holcombe,	
Jr.	studied	flute	at	Juilliard	in	New	York	City	and	graduated	with	a	degree	in	
musicology	from	the	University	of	Pennsylvania	in	Philadelphia.	In	the	1940s	
he	wrote	and	performed	on	flute,	clarinet,	and	saxophone	for	Tommy	Dorsey,	
Tex	 Beneke,	 Fred	 Waring	 and	 the	 Pennsylvanians,	 and	 worked	 at	 WMGM	
in	 New	 York	 City.	 He	 was	 also	 a	 staff	 musician	 for	 Decca	 Records.	 In	 the	
1950s	and	1960s	Holcombe	wrote	15	film	scores	and	arranged	for	the	“101	
Strings.”	By	the	1970s	he	had	formed	his	own	publishing	company	and	was	
commissioned	to	write	for	more	than	100	symphony	orchestras.	He	composed	
Promenade in Swing-Time	for	Walt	Disney	and	he	proudly	remarked	that	“they	
played	that	song	every	day	for	two	years	at	Disney	World.”

As	you	listen	to	this	setting	of	the	story,	listen	also	to	the	music	and	see	how	
many	references	to	well-known	Christmas	melodies	you	can	recognize.

Christmas Memories
Bruce Chase (arr.)

Arranger/composer	 Bruce	 Chase	 has	 successfully	 written	 and	 arranged	
numerous	 works	 for	 school	 and	 amateur	 music	 groups,	 especially	 strings	
and	orchestra.	Christmas Memories	is	one	of	several	holiday	medleys	he	has	
arranged	 and	 includes	 Frosty the Snowman	 by	 Nelson	 and	 Rollins;	 Santa 
Claus is Comin’ to Town	by	Coors	and	Gillespie;	Here Comes Santa Claus	by	
Gene	Autry	and	Haiderman;	I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus	by	T.	Connors;	
and Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas	by	Martin	and	Blane.

LIBERATORE’S RISTORANTE & CATERING
Authentic Italian Cuisine in a casual, yet elegant setting. Come and visit one 
of our locations nearest you. We offer Daily Specials, Lunch Buffet, Happy 
Hour, Live Entertainment, Banquet Rooms, Off-premises Catering for all 
occasions, and much more.
Bring your ticket stub or program and enjoy half-price appetizers with the 
purchase of dinner. This offer is valid only at the Bel Air location and is not 
valid with any other offers.

Liberatore’s:  Delicious... Affordable... Attentive...
Eldersburg
410-781-4114

Timonium
410-561-3300

Owings Mills
410-356-3100

Perry Hall
410-529-4567

Westminster
410-876-2121

Bel Air
410-838-9100

www.liberatores.com
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A Christmas Sing-Along
Sheldon Bair (arr.)

Maestro	Bair	writes,	“The	SSO	has	been	performing	the	same	Christmas	sing-
along	 for	 some	years,	 so	 [in	2009]	 I	 thought	 it	was	 time	 to	find	a	new	one.	
Rather	 than	 finding	 a	 new	 one,	 I	 decided	 to	 arrange	 one	 instead.	 The	 only	
melody/carol	that	is	the	same	in	both	sing-alongs	is	O Come All Ye Faithful.	Also	
the	only	carol	for	which	I	set	two	verses	is	I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day, 
for	which	I	use	the	older	tune.	My	mother	suggested	that	I	include	that	carol	in	
the	arrangement.	I	hope	everyone	has	a	good	time	performing	with	the	SSO.”

The First Noel
The	first	Noel,	the	angel	did	say,
Was	to	certain	poor	shepherds
In	fields	where	they	lay.
In	fields	where	they	lay	keeping	their	sheep
On	a	cold	winter’s	night	that	was	so	deep.
Noel,	Noel,	Noel,	Noel
Born	is	the	King	of	Israel!

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
God	rest	ye	merry	gentlemen
Let	nothing	you	dismay.
Remember	Christ	our	savior
Was	born	on	Christmas	Day!
To	save	us	all	from	Satan’s	pow’r
When	we	were	gone	astray.
O	tidings	of	comfort	and	joy,
Comfort	and	joy.
O	tidings	of	comfort	and	joy!

Angels We Have Heard On High
Angels	we	have	heard	on	high,
Sweetly	singing	o’er	the	plains.
And	the	mountains	in	reply,
Echoing	their	joyous	strains.
Gloria,	in	excelsis	Deo!
Gloria,	in	excelsis	Deo!

I Heard the Bells On Christmas Day
I	heard	the	bells	on	Christmas	Day,
Their	old	familiar	carols	play,
And	mild	and	sweet	the	words	repeat
Of	peace	on	earth,	good	will	to	men.

Then	pealed	the	bells	more	loud	and	deep:
“God	is	not	dead	nor	doth	he	sleep”;
The	wrong	shall	fail,	the	right	prevail,
With	peace	on	earth,	good	will	to	men.

Away in a Manger
Away	in	a	manger,	no	crib	for	a	bed.
The	little	Lord	Jesus	laid	down	His	sweet	head.
The	stars	in	the	sky	looked	down	where	He	lay,
The	little	Lord	Jesus	asleep	on	the	hay.

Good Christian Men Rejoice
Good	Christian	men	rejoice
With	heart	and	soul	and	voice.
Give	ye	heed	to	what	we	say:
News!	News!	Jesus	Christ	is	born	today!
Ox	and	ass	before	Him	bow,
And	He	is	in	the	manger	now;
Christ	is	born	today!
Christ	is	born	today!

O Come All Ye Faithful
O	come,	all	ye	faithful,
Joyful	and	triumphant,
O	come	ye,	O	come	ye	to	Bethlehem.
Come	and	behold	Him,
Born	the	King	of	Angels;
O	come	let	us	adore	Him,
O	come	let	us	adore	Him,
O	come	let	us	adore	Him,
Christ	the	Lord!

Program Notes (Cont’d)

Program notes compiled by Don Raff
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Adopt a Percussion 
Instrument for the SSO!
Below	is	a	wish	list	of	percussion	instruments	
that	 your	 donation	 can	 help	 us	 acquire.	
Individuals,	 families,	 businesses,	 or	 other	
groups	can	adopt	a	percussion	instrument.	We	
will	announce	your	gift	in	future	programs	and	
recognize	it	with	a	plaque	on	the	instrument	
when	possible.	Thank	You!

Instrument Costs
5	Tympani	 
(32̋ ,	29̋ ,	26̋ ,	23̋ ,	20̋ )	......$18,000.00	
Marimba	.................................. $9,000.00	
Vibraphone	.............................. $7,000.00	
Xylophone		............................... $5,000.00	
Chimes	..................................... $4,500.00	
Orchestral	Bells	....................... $2,350.00	
40̋ 	Gong	.................................. $1,800.00	
4	Tom	Tom	(Concert)	............... $1,800.00	
30̋ 	Gong	(Tam-Tam)	............... $1,700.00	
Trap	Set	.................................... $1,500.00	
Bass	Drum		.............................. $1,400.00	
Snare	Drum	.................................$700.00	
2	Conga	Drums	...........................$470.00	
Suspended	Cymbal	 
(medium)	.....................................$450.00	
Temple	Blocks	.............................$450.00	
Bell	Tree	.......................................$325.00	
Wood	Blocks	 
(3	different	pitches)	....................$200.00	
#4	Bells	on	Strap	........................$185.00	
#2	Bells	on	Strap	........................$145.00	
Bongo	Drums	...............................$123.00	
Large	Sleigh	Bells	........................$100.00	
Mounted	Castanets.......................$70.00	
Guiro	...............................................$60.00	
Trophy	Sleigh	Bells	........................$50.00	
Cabasa	...........................................$50.00	
Shaker	............................................$40.00	
Ratchet	..........................................$30.00	
Maracas	.........................................$26.00

Underwriter $2000+
Dr.	&	Mrs.	Mark	Grotke,	COL,	US	Army	(Ret)
Harford	County	Cultural	Arts	Board
Maryland	State	Arts	Council
Dr.	&	Mrs.	D.	Henry	Ruth

Gold Baton $1,000–$1,999
Ernest	Wang	(In-Kind	Webmaster)
Sharon	Wielechowski	(In-Kind	Graphic	Arts)

Silver Baton $500–$999
Bruce & Bonnie Burns
Ralph	&	Shirley	Klein
Mr.	&	Mrs.	Brian	Lehman
Vandiver	Inn	(In-Kind	Promotion)
Wine	World	(In-Kind	Promotion)

Conductor’s Club $250–$499
Harold	&	Rachel	Cooper	*
Laurel	Holthause	
					in	memory	of	John	R.	Holthause,	III
Dr.	Andrew	&	Carol	Nowakowski
Southampton	Middle	School	Faculty	&	Staff	*
Stacey	&	Robert	Zyriek	*

Patron $125–$249
Anonymous
James	&	Helen	Porter
Helen	Shanahan
Louise	Sultan

Sponsor $50–$124
Emily	Andrews	
					in	memory	of	Anthony	Andrews
Paul	&	Saroja	Benjamin	*
Sandra Dean
Dennis	Hertzog
Lee	&	Jacqueline	Johnson	*
William	Kietzman
Henry	&	Doris	Miscia	*
Jim	&	Sarah	Morris	*
Carolyn	&	Donald	Raff
Paula	Roberty	*
Doug	&	Nancy	Shuman
Karen	&	Joe	Stack

Friend $10–$49
R.	L.	Abrams	*
Dr.	&	Mrs.	Pat	Fetchero
Shirley	Gill	*
George	&	Nellie	Hipkins
Elsie	Kaste
Agnes	B.	Lent
Herbert	Lesser

Contributors
The	SSO	thanks	these	individuals	and	
businesses	for	their	support	this	season.

Percussion Sponsor
Wind	Chimes	........................ $180.00
Mrs. Lois Phillips

Thank You!
* In Memory of Ann Bair

Linda	Molina	*
Marge	&	Jerry	Potter
Catherine	Suefert	*
Diana	Waesche
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Become a Contributor—The SSO needs your support!
Contribute to the SSO 2010–2011 Operating Budget—$45,000 
(approximately $9,000 per concert).
The	SSO	is	a	vibrant,	growing	organization	that	positively	impacts	the	community.	The	
SSO’s	presence	contributes	to	Harford	County’s	quality	of	life	which	makes	our	area	
an	attractive	place	to	live	and	work.	Your	contributions	will	allow	us	to	bring	new	artists	
to	 the	 stage	 and	 purchase/rent	 new	 compositions.	 Pre-concert	 lectures,	 the	 Judith	
L.	 Famous	 Scholarship	 Benefit	 concert,	 and	 another	 SCOR	 workshop	 for	 wannabe	
string	players	are	proof	of	 the	SSO’s	dedication	to	community	enrichment.	The	SSO	
Annual	Fund	is	underway	and	we	need	your	financial	support	to	sustain	fine	orchestral	
programming	right	here	in	Harford	County.	(There	is	free	parking	and	you	don’t	have	to	
fight	traffic	on	I-95!)	Donations	can	be	made	with	a	credit	card	on	our	Web	site	or	with	
a	check	made	payable	to	Susquehanna	Symphony	Orchestra,	P.O.	Box	963,	Abingdon,	
MD	21009.	The	SSO	is	a	501(c)(3)	non-profit	educational	organization.

Memorial Fund: $94,000! Help Us Reach our $400,000 Goal!
The	SSO	Memorial	Fund	is	an	important	part	of	the	Susquehanna	Symphony	Orchestra’s	
ability	to	sustain	its	commitment	to	providing	a	quality	orchestral	music	experience	to	
Harford	County	 residents.	 Begun	 by	 a	 bequest	 from	Sibyl	Davis	Gunther,	 long	 time	
violinist	and	patron,	the	Memorial	Fund	will	provide	operating	funds	for	the	orchestra	
from	interest	generated	while	leaving	the	principal	intact.	If	you	would	like	to	make	a	
contribution	to	this	fund,	please	send	it	to	Susquehanna	Symphony	Orchestra,	PO	Box	
963,	Abingdon,	MD	21009.

Board of Directors
Sheldon Bair, Founder and Music Director
Colleen Grotke, President
Diane Sengstacke, Esq., Vice President
Jim Weed, Treasurer
Shannon Raum, Secretary and Historian
Laura Ruth, Librarian
Kathy Frawley, Orchestra Manager
Alicia Farrell, Personnel Manager
Anne Lehman, Student Personnel Manager
Vacant, Publicity Manager

Emily Andrews
Tony Belcastro
Jessica Conklin
Mark Grotke
Maureen Hutchinson
Karmen Kater-Slezak
Bruce Kovacs
Victoria L. Molnar
D. Henry Ruth, M.D.
Jeff Smith

(The SSO is currently accepting applications for Board Membership)

Sean Bolan’s Irish Pub & Restaurant
Welcome! Whether you’re Irish by desire or Irish 
by heritage, you’ll surely get a little Irish in you 
through good food and drink, along with a warm 
smile at Sean Bolan’s Irish Pub & Restaurant. 
Come to Sean Bolan’s for Happy Hour prior to the 
December concert.

www.seanbolans.com
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Ticket Outlets
Preston’s Stationery
319	S	Main	St.,	Bel	Air	 
410-838-5858

MusicLand
200	Gateway	Dr.,	Bel	Air 
410-838-2079

Season Tickets
To	order	season	tickets	for	
the	2010–2011	season,	
please	contact	Kathy	
Frawley	at	<manager@
ssorchestra.org>.	You	may	
also	purchase	tickets	at	
TicketLeap.com.

 

The Upper Chesapeake Chorus is supported by a grant from the Harford County Government through the  
Harford County Cultural Advisory Board, and through a grant from the Maryland State Arts Council,  

an agency funded by the state of Maryland and the National Endowment for the Arts. 

If you love to sing,  
we’ve got a place for you! 

For more information: 
410-638-0777 
www.uccsai.org 

join the chorus,  
join the fun! 

Guests are always welcome! 
Monday evenings, 6:45 p.m. 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

201 Mt. Royal Avenue • Aberdeen 

Upper  

Chesapeake  

Chorus 
2010 regional mid-size chorus champion. 
Sweet Adelines International, and winner, 
2010 Harford’s Got Talent competition 

Program Advertising
CELEBRATE OUR 34th SEASON  2010–2011
Would	you	like	to	advertise	in	this	program	and	help	defray	the	costs	of	printing?	E-mail	a	press-
ready	PDF	to	<ProgramAds@ssorchestra.org>	and	send	a	check	made	payable	to	Susquehanna 
Symphony Orchestra, P.O. Box 963, Abingdon, MD 21009.

*	The	deadline	for	single	concert	ads	is	four	weeks	prior	to	the	concert	date.

Page Size Inside	Cover/Back Full	Inside	page ½	Page ¼	Page

Ad Dimensions (W x H) 5	½”	x	8	½”	 5	½”	x	8	½” 5	½”	x	4	¼” 5	½”	x	2	1/8”	

Full Season (5 Concerts) $500 $400 $200 $100

Single Concert Program N/A $125 $75 $30

Joyful Sounds
21	Newport	Dr.,	Forest	Hill	 
(410)	638-8979	

Bel Air School
of Music and Dance
1323	Baltimore	Pike,	Bel	Air 
410-420-7200

TicketLeap.com
Prices	are	on	our	Web	site:	www.ssorchestra.org
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Band Together also accepts monetary donations. 
For information on making a tax deductible donation, contact Robert Powers 

at 410-638-3920 or Robert.Powers@hcps.org

Band Together needs woodwind, brass, 
string, and percussion instruments to recon-
dition and lend to Harford County students 

who are in need.

DONATE YOUR 
INSTRUMENTS

to Band Together

Because everyone 

needs music!

Services by appointment:
Classical acupuncture•	
Energetic imprint release•	
Reiki•	
Shiatsu/accupressure•	
Reflexology•	

Maureen A. Hutchinson, C.M.T.,	L.Ac.,	Reiki	Master				
Belcamp,	MD	21017				410.925.1689

movibrantliving@yahoo.com		www.vibrantlivinghp.com

10% Off
First Healing 
Session

Vibrant Living Healing Practice
Enhancing your health and well-being

HOME TITLE COMPANY
of Maryland, Inc.

Home Title Co. of MD., Inc.
Bel Air, MD 21014 •  410 893 3061

hometitle@hotmail.com
Bel Air, MD 21014 •  410 893 6104

cevans321@aol.com

Diane L. Sengstacke,  President Diane L. Sengstacke & Carolyn W. Evans, Partners

Attorneys at Law

Sengstacke & Evans
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34th Season 
Upcoming Concerts

Brahms’ 4th
Saturday, March 12, 2011, Bel Air High School, 7:30 p.m.
6:45	p.m.:	Pre-Concert	Lecture—Meet	the	Composer	David	Finko
Smetana—Polka	from	The	Bartered	Bride
David Finko—Piccolo	Concerto	(Piccolo:	Doris	Reinhardt)
Brahms—Symphony	No.	4	in	E	Minor,	Op.	98

Benefit Chamber Concert for the Judith Lloyd Famous 
Scholarship Fund
Sunday, April 10, 2011, St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 3:00 p.m.
Featuring	a	variety	of	selections	performed	by	small	groups	of	SSO	musicians

From France and America (Side-by-Side Concert)
Saturday, May 21, 2011, Bel Air High School, 7:30 p.m.
6:45	p.m.:	Pre-Concert	Lecture—Meet	the	Composer	Raymond	Horton
Debussy—Prelude	to	the	Afternoon	of	a	Faun
Raymond Horton—Make	Gentle	the	Life	of	This	World
William Grant Still (arr. Bair)—Here’s	One:	A	Still	Medley	(Soprano:	Sabrina	Clark)
Debussy (arr. Anderson-Himmelspach)—The	Sunken	Cathedral
Ravel—Noble	and	Sentimental	Waltzes
Berlioz—Hungarian	March	from	The	Damnation	of	Faust

Free SSO Summer Concert
Sunday, June 5, 2011, Humbert Memorial Band Shell, 7:00 p.m.

The	 Harford	 Youth	 Orchestra	 (grades	 9–12)	 and	 String	 Orchestra	 (grades	 5–8)	 will	
perform	 a	 free	 concert	 on	 April	 30,	 2011.	 The	 orchestras	 are	 offered	 as	 non-credit	
classes	through	Harford	Community	College.

The SSO is on Facebook!
On	www.facebook.com,	search	“Susquehanna	Symphony	Orchestra”	or	use:
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/group.php?gid=140664391672



401 Thomas Run Road  •  Bel Air, MD 21015
www.harford.edu

• Art and Design
• Photography
• Interior Design
• Mass Communications
• Theatre
• Music

HARFORD COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Consider Harford first 

for your 
Fine Arts degree.

09-0320


