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40th Season 2016–2017
A Royal Ruby-Season Finale!
Saturday, May 20, 2017, Bel Air High School, 7:30 p.m.

David Osbon – Nelson Overture
William Grant Still – Symphony No. 1, “Afro American”
Percy Grainger – Irish Tune from County Derry
Sir Malcolm Arnold – Anniversary Overture
Arnold / arr. Lane – Padstow Lifeboat
Arnold / arr. Lane – Ballade from “Stolen Face” (from the Movie)
Sir William Walton – Crown Imperial, Coronation March

Adopt a Percussion Instrument for the SSO!
Can’t think of a gift for someone who has everything? Want to give an unusual gift that 
sounds like fun?

Instrument Costs
5 Tympani (32″, 29″, 
26″, 23″, 20″)......................$18,000.00 
Marimba................................ $9,000.00 
Vibraphone............................ $7,000.00 
Xylophone ............................. $5,000.00 
Orchestral Bells..................... $2,350.00 
40″ Gong................................ $1,800.00 
30″ Gong (Tam-Tam)............. $1,700.00 
Trap Set.................................. $1,500.00 
Bass Drum ............................ $1,400.00 
Snare Drum.............................. $700.00 
2 Conga Drums.........................$470.00 

Temple Blocks.......................... $450.00 
#4 Bells on Strap......................$185.00 
#2 Bells on Strap......................$145.00 
Bongo Drums............................ $123.00 
Large Sleigh Bells......................$100.00 
Mounted Castanets....................$70.00 
Guiro.............................................$60.00 
Trophy Sleigh Bells......................$50.00 
Cabasa.........................................$50.00 
Shaker..........................................$40.00 
Ratchet........................................$30.00 
Maracas.......................................$26.00

Opening Concert for Bel Air Parks and Recreation  
Summer Concert Series

Bring a park blanket, lawn chairs, and a picnic basket to enjoy!

Tunes Under the Trees
Sunday, June 4, 2017, Humbert Memorial Band Shell, 7:00 p.m.

Bair – Flourish for Orchestra (Navy) and This We’ll Defend (Army)
Smith – Susquehanna: An Overture for Orchestra (new work for the SSO)
Grainger – Irish Tune from County Derry
Ellington – Caravan
Rodgers – Sound of Music (Selections)
Reed – Greensleeves
Osbon – Nelson Overture
Brahms – Hungarian Dance No. 1



Please Note:
•	Silence pagers, cell phones, and signal watches during the performance.
•	The use of cameras and recording devices is prohibited.
•	Latecomers will be seated only between movements/selections.
•	All children should be carefully supervised so that they are not disruptive to the 

musicians or the audience.
•	Smoking is prohibited anywhere on school property.

Thank you for your cooperation.  
Please enjoy this evening’s performance.

The Susquehanna Symphony Orchestra was founded in 1978 by Sheldon 
Bair and is a community orchestra of professional and amateur volunteer 
musicians. The Orchestra performs a subscription series of concerts every 
year in addition to outdoor and chamber music concerts. The Orchestra has 
performed opera and ballet, as well as standard orchestral repertoire, and is 
known for its premieres of new works and performances of unusual repertoire. 

This year marks the 40th Season of the Susquehanna Symphony Orchestra. 
Such longevity would not be possible without your support. We thank you for 
attending this evening’s concert, and look forward to many more years of 
making music!

Our Mission
Through the diverse programming of standard orchestral literature as well as 
newer and lesser-known works, The Susquehanna Symphony Orchestra strives 
to enliven the spirit, inspire the imagination, cultivate musical appreciation, 
and serve the educational and entertainment needs of Harford County, 
Maryland and surrounding areas.

Thank You!
The SSO would like to thank Michael Krantz of the Town of Bel Air for his 
help in coordinating the Bel Air High School accommodations with Dr. James 
Lamb, Assistant Principal BAHS. We are also indebted to Paul Labe, Dean for 
Visual, Performing, and Applied Arts at HCC for providing rehearsal space. 
We especially thank Paul Bowden, Drama Department Chair for concert night 
support. We thank our donors who make sharing excellent orchestral music 
with our community possible and our advertisers who support the printing of 
this program. Please visit them and tell them the SSO sent you.

Our 40th Season

Cover Photo of SSO: Stefan Antwarg



Kile Smith	 Susquehanna: An Overture for Orchestra (Premiere)
(b. 1956)

Franz Joseph Haydn	 Symphony No. 96 in D Major, “Miracle”
(1732–1809)

Adagio – Allegro
Andante
Menuetto: Allegretto
Finale: Vivace

Intermission

Sir Edward Elgar	 Variations on an Original Theme, Enigma, Op. 36 
(1857–1934)

Theme. Andante –
C.A.E. (C. Alice Elgar, composer’s wife - romantic & delicate)
H.D.S.-P. (Hew David Steuart-Powell, pianist friend - diatonic run)
R.B.T. (Richard Baxter Townshend - low voice portrayed by bassoon)
W.M.B. (William Meath Baker - ‘country squire,’ gentleman, scholar)
R.P.A. (Richard Penrose Arnold - self-taught pianist) –
Ysobel (Isabel Fitton, viola player - pensive & romantic)
Troyte (Arthur Troyte Griffith - saying the unexpected)
W.N. (Winifred Norbury - characteristic laugh) –
Nimrod (August J. Jaeger - discourse on Beethoven’s ‘Pathétique’?)
Dorabella (Intermezzo) (Dora Penny - dancelike lightness)
G.R.S. (George Robertson Sinclair - his dog falling into the river)
B.G.N. (Basil G. Nevinson, amateur cellist - cello solo) –
(Romanza) (Lady Mary Lygon on a sea voyage to Australia, throb of 

engines - throb of drums)
E.D.U. Finale. Allegro (Elgar himself)

Thanks to Kile Smith for his new work for the SSO!

March 4, 2017

This performance is supported in part by a grant from the Maryland State Arts Council 
through Harford County Cultural Arts Board.
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Music Director
Sheldon Bair is the Founder and Music Director 
of the Susquehanna Symphony Orchestra 
(Maryland), a community orchestra of over 
80 members. He holds a Bachelor’s degree 
from Elizabethtown College (Pennsylvania) 
where he studied conducting with Otis Kitchen 
and composition with James McVoy and 
Darrell Douglas, and a Master’s degree from 
Towson University (Maryland). In addition, 
his postgraduate studies include classes at 
Westminster Choir College in Princeton, New 
Jersey. Sheldon Bair has studied conducting 
with Witold Rowicki in Vienna, and Marc 
Mostovoy, William Hudson, and Leonid Grin.

Bair is adjunct faculty for Harford Community College, is on the conducting 
staff for the Elizabethtown College Music Camp, and is often invited to conduct 
and adjudicate youth orchestras and soloists. In November 2000, Bair was 
bestowed the Paderewski Award for Contributions to Society and Culture 
at the Polish Embassy in Washington, D.C. He has conducted orchestras in 
Texas, Oklahoma, and Toronto, Canada. Bair participated in the Sixth Malcolm 
Arnold Festival in Northampton, UK, in the fall of 2011 by introducing Arnold’s 
9th Symphony at the final Gala Concert.

Bair, a member of ASCAP, has written a number of works for student string 
orchestra and church choir.

In June 2016, Maestro Bair retired from Harford County Public Schools after 40 
years of music making with young musicians. In retirement, Bair has taken the 
opportunity to speak about the SSO with local community organizations and to 
act as a panel member on WBJC’s “Face the Music.” Bair continues to compose 
and is presently putting the finishing touches on a 
work commemorating APG’s 100th Anniversary. The 
work, entitled “This We’ll Defend,” will be performed 
at the SSO’s June 4, 2017 alfresco concert. He is also 
working on a new work for this year’s Holiday Concert! 
Bair volunteers at the local radio station (WHFC 91.1 
FM) where he has the Wednesday morning, 9-noon, 
classical show.

SSO Cancellation Policy
In the event of a cancellation of a concert due to weather emergencies, 
patrons may redeem their cancelled ticket for a ticket at the next concert.
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About the Composer
The music of Kile Smith is praised by critics and audiences 
for its emotional power, direct appeal, and strong voice. 
Gramophone hailed the “sparkling beauty” of his music, 
calling Vespers “spectacular.” The Philadelphia Inquirer 
called it “ecstatically beautiful”; American Record Guide, 
“a major new work”; Audiophile Audition, “easily one of the 
best releases of the year of any type… a crime to pass up”; 
and Fanfare, “a magnificent achievement.”

Recent commissions include Canticle, a concert-length work for Cincinnati’s 
Vocal Arts Ensemble, The Consolation of Apollo, The Waking Sun, Where 
Flames a Word, and May Day for The Crossing, Agnus Dei for the Mendelssohn 
Club of Philadelphia, the cello concerto And Seeing the Multitudes for Ovidiu 
Marinescu and the Helena Symphony, the song cycles In This Blue Room 
for Lyric Fest and Plain Truths for the Newburyport Chamber Music Festival, 
Red-tail and Hummingbird for Orchestra 2001 and Piffaro, The Red Book 
of Montserrat for the Philadelphia Sinfonia, and The Nobility of Women for 
Mélomanie. He’s also recently completed commissions for organist Alan 
Morrison, the Pennsylvania Girlchoir, the Association of Anglican Musicians, 
Cairn University, the Episcopal Cathedral of Boston, and others. He’s 
composed for Concertmaster David Kim and Principal Horn Jennifer Montone 
of the Philadelphia Orchestra.

Love to sing? 
...we’ve got a place for you! 

The Upper Chesapeake Chorus is supported by an operating grant from 
the Maryland State Arts Council, an agency dedicated to cultivating a vibrant cultural community where the arts thrive. 

Visit a rehearsal... 
 join us on our journey to excellence! 

Monday evenings, 6:45 p.m. 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church • 201 Mt. Royal Avenue • Aberdeen 

To learn more: 
web:  www.uccsai.com

email:  LetsSing@uccsai.com 
performances: www.uccsai.com/contact_performance 

Two-time regional champion and international competitor 

410 420 0405 410 420 0809
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harfordyouthorchestra.org

Harford Youth Orchestra (grades 
9-12) and Harford String Orchestra 
(grades 6-8) are offered as non-
credit classes through Harford 
Community College.

LIVEatHarfordCC.com

 @LIVEatHarfordCC 

Future commissions include a major work for The Crossing, as well as music 
for the Gaudete Brass, Lyric Fest, Newburyport, the Church of the Holy Trinity, 
and others.

Kile is the Director of Content at Philadelphia’s WRTI-FM, and also hosts 
Now Is the Time and co-hosts Discoveries from the Fleisher Collection. He 
writes for the Broad Street Review and WRTI. Kile was curator of the Fleisher 
Collection of Orchestral Music, the world’s largest lending library of orchestral 
performance materials, at the Free Library of Philadelphia. He is composer in 
residence for the Church of the Holy Trinity, Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia.

About the Composer (Cont’d)

Want notification when our next season tickets are available?  Sign up 
in the lobby or send your email to <manager@ssorchestra.org> to get on 
the e-mailing list.
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Musicians of the Susquehanna Symphony Orchestra

‡ In Alphabetical Order

First Violins ‡
Wendy Bohdel, Concertmaster
Joan Beckett-Armstrong
Elizabeth Caughey
Samuel Creighton
Shannon Eaton
Timothy Kelly
Emily Kumpf
Danielle Moyer
Andrew Nowakowski
Terry O’Neill
Anne Pape
Christine Robbins
William Spencer
Kim Stiles

Second Violins ‡
Manfred Reek, Principal
Katelyn Baill
Morgan Bair
Breanna Byrd
Colleen Grotke
Ashley Harris
Rebecca Leadmon
Samantha Litvin
Enid McClure
Martha Schmidt
Alexandria Weber
Amy Wilkinson
Jennifer Yeager

Violas ‡
Viktor Khodyko, Principal
Jessica Conklin
Will Conway
Fran Eisma
Karyn Hetmanski
Whitney McConkey
Leah Rolf

Violoncellos ‡
Lewis Blandon, Principal
Melissa Baum
Elaine Bundy
Madeleine Clifton
Kim Damian
Tara Dougherty
Walter Garner
Fred Gehris
Mark Grotke
Barbara Hill
Michele Martin
Shannon Raum

Basses ‡
Alyson McMenamin, Principal
Carol Benck
Chad Rogers
Richard Schlecker
Beth Weed

Flutes
Doris Reinhardt
Carol Thompson
Marjorie Roberts, Piccolo

Oboes
Barbara Bair
Cathy Zink
Wendy Nesbitt, English Horn

Clarinets
Fiona Sparks
Kelly Rhodes
Margaret Holmes, Bass

Bassoons
Alicia Bourassa
Victoria Carpenter

Horns
Dawn Zipay
John Wilhelm
Kelley Moorman
Mike DeZearn

Trumpets
David Stauffer
Robert Storey
Casey Knell
Kelly Hall

Trombones
Liz Antwarg
Scott Murray
Donald Raff, Bass

Tuba
Donald McClure

Timpani
Allan Andreycak

Percussion
Mary Eilerman
Welles Still
Meredith Katsu

Librarians
Laura Ruth Donall
Madeleine Clifton

Personnel Managers
Amy Wilkinson
Anne Pape

Stage Manager
Welles Still
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Susquehanna: An Overture for Orchestra
Kile Smith (b. 1956)

Philadelphia area composer Kile Smith was commissioned by the SSO to 
compose an appropriate work for the symphony’s 40th (Ruby) anniversary, to 
be premiered in March of 2017. Smith writes, “Susquehanna was the first and 
last title I chose for this piece….I rejected the title as soon as it had occurred 
to me….Generic, celebratory titles also did not appeal to me. Going back to 
the Susquehanna River, for which the orchestra is named (it empties into 
the Chesapeake very near the orchestra’s home in Bel Air, Maryland),…my 
research into the river brought me to the realization that I knew next to nothing 
about it….It is the longest East Coast river in the U.S. that empties into the 
Atlantic. It is also (I have no idea how they calculate this) one of the oldest 
rivers in the world. The river is older than the mountains it snakes through. 
(How do they know that?) Susquehanna, I now thought, was an excellent title.

“The music follows an emotional traversal of the river’s course, but the main 
tune [about halfway through], introduced by the solo horn, has another source. 
Last year I wrote a hymn tune for the dedication of a new division of [organ] 
pipes in our church. I was in the early stages of thinking about the orchestra 
commission, and a few days after I finished the hymn, I knew that the tune 

Program Notes
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Program Notes (Cont’d)
was exactly the type of thing I needed for that spot in (what would be called) 
Susquehanna….The music at the beginning of the piece I composed, on top 
of, as it were, the hymn tune, with the idea that they could be played together 
near the end. The beginning [theme] is in the key of D, the hymn is in G. How to 
get back to D...[is] solved with an unusual modulation. At the full restatement 
of the beginning D major music, I underlay it with a strong pedal point of G, 
which continues until the G major chord already in the theme arrives, nine 
measures later. Then it proceeds as normal, feeling I do believe, as if it carries 
everything along with it, into Havre de Grace and the bay.”

Symphony No. 96 in D Major, “Miracle”
Franz Joseph Haydn (1732–1809)

Haydn was born in the Austrian province of Lower Austria, where Vienna is 
located. His family enjoyed singing and at age 6 he was sent to live with relatives 
for more music education. He became a cathedral choirboy in Vienna where 
he also studied keyboards and violin, and taught himself composition from 
a respected treatise. By 1749 his voice had changed and, being dismissed 
from the choir, managed a living with musical odd jobs, making contacts with 
music loving aristocrats. In 1761 he was hired by Prince Paul Anton Esterhazy. 
He would live at the prince’s estate and manage everything from composing 

Band Together also accepts monetary donations. 
For information on making a tax deductible donation, contact Robert Powers 

at 410-638-3920 or Robert.Powers@hcps.org

Band Together needs woodwind, brass, 
string, and percussion instruments to recon-
dition and lend to Harford County students 

who are in need.

DONATE YOUR 
INSTRUMENTS

to Band Together

Because everyone 

needs music!
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Program Notes (Cont’d)
to seeing that the musicians were properly attired. From 1762 to 1790 he 
served under Paul Anton’s successor Nikolaus and many of his compositions, 
including symphonies were published in Leipzig and Paris. He was becoming 
famous, but was unaware of the magnitude due to his isolation at the estate.

During the 1780s he received commissions from Paris for his Symphonies Nos. 
82–87 and his music also became popular in England. Nikolaus’ successor, 
Prince Anton, mostly did without the services of musicians and Haydn had the 
opportunity to go to London in 1791 to conduct very popular concerts of his 
music. He stayed for a year and a half, having composed Symphonies Nos. 
93–97, returned to Vienna and briefly gave lessons to 21-year-old Beethoven, 
which was not a good fit for either of them. While in London he was saddened 
by the death of his friend, Mozart. He returned to London for another year 
and a half in 1794 composing Symphonies Nos. 98–104 during the stay. 
Returning again to Austria, he worked part-time for Prince Nikolaus II who 
had succeeded Anton and although not composing any more symphonies, he 
did write some excellent quartets, six masses, and his great oratorios, The 
Creation and The Seasons. The twelve London symphonies are considered his 
best orchestral works.

Symphony No. 96 in D Major is popularly known as the Miracle due to a story 
that during its premiere, the audience had crowded to the front of the hall 

Inspiring, Creative, and Engaging! Lessons in all instruments and 
voice. We have teachers in voice, guitar, low brass, winds, piano, violin, 
strings, drums, and most everything else.

Convenient Locations in Bel Air and Havre de Grace
Dr. Duke Thompson, President | Phone: 443-243-7265

Email: info@musicismagic.com | Website: www.musicismagic.com

Give the Gift of Music Lessons this year.
Voted Best in Harford County for Music Lessons.
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Program Notes (Cont’d)
during the applause, when a chandelier fell from the ceiling. By crowding the 
stage, no one was injured, hence the nickname. More careful and recent 
research suggests that the event did take place, but during the premiere of 
Symphony No. 102. That symphony has been “nicknamed” the Real Miracle.

Variations on an Original Theme, Enigma, Op. 36
Sir Edward Elgar (1857–1934)

The Enigma Variations were first performed on June 19, 1899 in London. 
Elgar later explained that the theme of the variations was a counterpoint to 
another, larger theme, which he refused to reveal. The individual movements 
were dedicated to his friends and as they are given only initials or nicknames, 
the work remained an enigma for many years to all but Elgar’s own circle of 
friends; but he subsequently revealed their identity.

The theme is notable for its use of the interval of a falling seventh (a favorite of 
Elgar’s) and for the fact that each phrase in the opening and closing sections 
begins on the second beat of the measure. The theme, entitled Enigma, leads 
directly into Variation I, C.A.E., a portrait of the composer’s wife, Alice.

Variation II depicts Hew David Steuart-Powell, an amateur pianist. The 
movement is a quick, humorous parody on his habit of playing a diatonic scale 
before beginning a performance.

LIBERATORE’S RISTORANTE & CATERING
Authentic Italian Cuisine in a casual, yet elegant setting.

562 Baltimore Pike, Bel Air MD 21014 
We offer Daily Specials, Lunch Buffet, Happy Hour, Jazz 
Night, Banquet Rooms, Off-premises Catering for all 
occasions, and much more.

Liberatore’s: It’s more than just great food...
Eldersburg
410-781-4114

Timonium
410-561-3300

Perry Hall
410-529-4567

Westminster
410-876-2121

Bel Air
410-838-9100

www.liberatores.com

The Susquehanna Symphony Orchestra would like to thank local advertising agency 
SR&B Advertising for their outstanding services this season. With their support, the 
SSO hopes to bring the sound of music to new ears. The Orchestra has a sound 
population of fans and is greatly pleased to see it grow to include various attendees 
of all ages.
Keep your eyes open for more online interaction with our Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter accounts, and our E-Newsletter (sign up in the lobby to receive the newsletter).
With the assistance of SR&B Advertising, the SSO is making great strides to further 
its mission to provide opportunities for local musicians to challenge themselves. The 
SSO thanks them again for their services.



13

Variation III is dedicated to the author Richard Baxter Townshend and refers to 
his portrayal of an old man in amateur theatricals.

W. M. Baker (Variation IV), “a country squire, gentleman, and scholar,” is 
parodied for his habit of regimenting guests at country parties.

Richard P. Arnold (Variation V) was a self-taught pianist who avoided difficult 
music, but nevertheless was able to convey real meaning. This variation ends 
very softly and leads directly into Variation VI, Ysobel. This was Isabel Fitton, 
an amateur violist. Elgar pointed out that the phrase used throughout the 
variation is an exercise for crossing the strings on the instrument.

A rapid tympani “announcement” leads us into Variation VII. Arthur Troyte 
Griffith was an architect. The boisterous mood is described as mere banter. 
The rhythm of the drums and lower strings suggested bad piano playing.

Variation VIII is about Winifred Norbury, whose characteristic laugh is heard in 
the music. It leads directly into the most famous of the movements, Nimrod 
(Variation IX). This was Elgar’s great friend (and publisher) A. J. Jaeger, whose 
name means “hunter” in German. The variation depicts a long discussion 
on the slow movements of Beethoven that Elgar had with his friend. (The 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra substituted this movement for the originally 
planned opening work at their concerts immediately after the tragedy of 
September 11, 2001.)

Program Notes (Cont’d)

 
 
 
 

 Pairings Bistro 
 Local Cuisine, Seasonally Inspired 

This Certificate entitles you to 
 $5 off Any Item from our Lunch Menu 

  11 am – 3 pm Tuesday – Saturday. One certificate per guest. 
 Expires 8.31.2017 ▪ www.pairingsbistro.com 

 
 

Can’t think of a gift for that person who has everything, that person who 
lives to the beat of a different drummer? Want to give an unusual gift that 
“sounds like fun”?

A donation of $25 will buy two pairs of drum sticks or a set of triangle 
beaters or a woodblock or a drum head or xylophone mallets.

A donation of $50 will buy a pair of timpani mallets or vibraphone mallets 
or a triangle or finger cymbals.



14

Variation X, Intermezzo, which suggests a light dance, is a picture of Dora 
Penny.

George Robertson Sinclair (Variation XI), who was the organist at Hereford 
Cathedral, inspired this variation when his bulldog, Dan, fell down a steep 
bank into the river Wye, and found his way up again.

Basil G. Nevinson (Variation XII) was a well-known amateur cello player. This 
is another variation that leads, without a break, into Variation XIII, ***, is 
headed only by three asterisks, and depicts a lady on a sea voyage. She may 
have been Helen Jessie Weaver, a girl to whom Elgar was earlier engaged, 
which might explain the cryptic title. The drums suggest the sound of the 
engines of the ship, over which can be heard the clarinet playing a phrase 
from Mendelssohn’s Calm Sea and Prosperous Voyage.

The initials E.D.U., which mark Variation XIV, Finale (the longest variation), are 
a paraphrase of “Edoo” Alice Elgar’s pet name for her husband.

Program Notes compiled by Don Raff with thanks to Kile Smith and Donald McClure

Program Notes (Cont’d)

You’ll Love What  You See! 

 General Vision & Medical Eye Exams 
 Surgical Eye Care 
 Routine Vision and Optical Boutique 
 Aesthetics Services 
 CoolSculpting® 
 Emergency Eye Care 

FOCUSED ON MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

www.AdvancedEyeCareMD.com 

410-569-7173 
Lisa K. Feulner, M.D., Ph.D. 

Jason Sober, O.D. 
Whitney McConkey, O.D. 

 

 

“It’s our pleasure to 
support Dr. Whitney McConkey, playing 

the viola with the Susquehanna  
Symphony Orchestra this evening.” 

The SSO is on Facebook!
On www.facebook.com, search “Susquehanna Symphony Orchestra”
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Dine with the SSO at 
Liberatore’s Ristorante

The Susquehanna Symphony Orchestra 
invites you to join us for an evening of

fine music, friends and food!

Sunday, April 2, 2017
4:00 - 6:00 pm

562 Baltimore Pike, Bel Air MD 21014

Local Comedian, Larry Noto, roasts Maestro Bair!

What will you store?
Whether you are looking for business or household 
storage, we have the supplies, services and state-
of-the-art storage units you are looking for!

www.whatwillyoustore.com

The SSO would like to especially thank Your Space 
Storage this year for providing safe, humidity-
controlled storage for SSO music files at a savings 
of $1,000 per year.
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Contributors 2016–2017
The SSO thanks these individuals and businesses for their support this season.

Corporate Partner $5,000+
Harford County Office of Economic Development

Corporate Contributor $2,500–$4,999
Battelle Memorial Institute
Harford County Cultural Arts Board
Maryland State Arts Council

Underwriter $2,500+
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Grotke, COL, US Army (Ret)
Dr. & Mrs. D. Henry Ruth

Gold Baton $2,000–$2,499

Silver Baton $1,000–$1,999
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Burns
Jerry Potter (In-Kind Program Development)
Sharon Wielechowski (In-Kind Graphic Arts)

Bronze Baton $500–$999
Dr. Leo V. Trail, Jr.
Walter Ward Family

Conductor’s Club $250–$499
In Memory of Ann & Lowell Bair
Robert & Barbara Burgard
Harold & Rachel Cooper
   in honor of Barbara Bair
Howard Bank
Snee, Lutche, Helmlinger &
   Spielberger, P.A. Attorneys at Law

Patron $125–$249
John Gessner, Esq.
Harford Bank
Daniel & Helene Dubay
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Lesser
John & Patricia Potter
Marge Potter
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Raff
Edward & Martha Schmidt
Diane Sengstacke
Jim & Beth Weed
Robert & Arlene Wilke

Sponsor $50–$124
Jim & Ernestine Aberle
Emily Umbarger Andrews
   in memory of Anthony Andrews
Bonnie & Gary Ballard
Carol Benck
John & Janet Blondell
Chuck Boyle & Boyle Buick
Elaine & Mark Bundy
Paige & William Cox 
Dr. John & Linda Duguid
Katherine Frawley
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence A. Fry
Dr. & Mrs. Gehris
Alan & Carol Lee Getz
Jim & Kathee Hamilton
   in honor of Kelly Moorman
Harford Gastroenterology Associates
Jane Harple
Barbara Hill
Joyce W. Humbert
Jones Junction
Michelle Martin
Andrus Niiler
Lois G. Phillips
Linda Pierson
Shannon Raum
Donald M. Rembert Trust
James & Ingrid Riseley
Donna L. Selby
Nancy & Doug Shuman
Shantel Smith
SSO Woodwind Section
Richard & Esther Streett
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph White

Friend $10–$49
H. T. Brandenburg, Jr.
Joseph Caro
Eric, Karol & Barbara Edwards
Kelly Hall
Louise Hetmanski
Linda Leiss
Stephanie & Marion Pleva
Ed Rosenberg
Naomi & William Wehland

Gift-in-Kind
Ron Adams
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Contributions Made In Memory of Dr. Donald Henry “Skip” Ruth
Amy Backus
Bev & Wayne Caswell
Catherine & Charles Crawford
W.J. & S.W. Cutri
Clarence W. Gehris
Cheryl Horn-Fitzpatrick
Mary B. Hodgin
Roger & Robin Howard
Roderick & Patricia Kalbfleisch

Betty Klosterman
David & Karen Lane
Physicians & Staff of Marshfield Clinic
James & Carol Payne
Carolyn & Don Raff
William C. Wack
David & Roswitha Yensan
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The SSO is extremely grateful for the 
generous support of our local and state 
government agencies that make these 

performances possible.
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Did You Know?

	 In 1983, a long fruitful relationship began with Soviet Émigré 
composer, David Finko and his wife, Rena. We performed his 
Symphony No. 1 this year and it was a U.S. Premiere.

	 For our 10th Anniversary, we had a special guest at our 
December 1986 concert – Marilyn Groves played Brahms’ 
Piano Concerto No. 1.

	 At our March 1995 concert, Doug Miller and the Penn State 
Concert Choir sang Bach’s St. John Passion with members of 
the SSO at John Carroll High School. Guest soloists included 
Carolyn Black-Sotir, John Kramar, and…

	 The 20th Anniversary concert included guest composers 
David Amram and another whose music we are performing 
tonight to honor our 40th Anniversary. Post your answer to 
our Facebook wall for a chance to win a prize!

	 In the early 2000s, piano soloists included native Eric Zuber 
(Tchaik and Mozart 25) and star Yuja Wang (Greig and Brahms 
2), each twice.

	 In 2009, the SSO had the extreme pleasure to perform at 
Carnegie Hall with massed choirs.
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Board of Directors
Sheldon Bair, Founder and Music Director
Mark Grotke, President
Diane Sengstacke, Esq., Vice President
Jim Weed, Treasurer
Michele Martin, Secretary and Historian
Laura Ruth Donall, Librarian
Madeleine Clifton, Librarian
Megan Miller, Orchestra Manager
Amy Wilkinson, Personnel Manager
Anne Lehman, Student Personnel Manager
Shannon Raum, Publicity Manager
Colleen Grotke, Donor Relations

Directors at Large
Jessica Conklin
Kathy Frawley
Rob Adkins
Chetta Hebron-Byrd
Paul Koerner

Über-Volunteers
Programs: Jerry Potter and Sharon Wielechowski
Library: Emily Andrews
Concert Night Staff: Melissa Baum, Bill Donall, 
     Cliff Giles, and Marthea Proudfoot
Website: SR&B Advertising

(The SSO is currently accepting applications for Board Membership)

Concert Tickets

www.purplepass.com

Tickets may be purchased 
from PurplePass at 
<purplepass.com> or by 
calling 800-316-8559.

If you have any ticket 
questions, please send 
an email to <manager@
ssorchestra.org>.

Volunteers Needed 
The SSO needs help on concert nights and for occasional short 
activities in the summer. For instance, the librarian needs help 
sorting and filing music used during the year and pulling music for the 
upcoming year. High school seniors may receive community service 
credit. Please contact <manager@ssorchestra.org> if interested.

Program Advertising
Would you like to advertise in our concert programs and help defray the costs of printing? 
E-mail a press-ready PDF to <ProgramAds@ssorchestra.org> and send a check made 
payable to Susquehanna Symphony Orchestra, P.O. Box 963, Abingdon, MD 21009. All 
1/2 and 1/4 page ads must be of horizontal orientation.

* The deadline for single concert ads is four weeks prior to the concert date.

Page Size Back Cover Full Page ½ Page ¼ Page

Ad Dimensions (W x H) 5 ½” x 8 ½” 5 ½” x 8 ½” 4 ½” x 3 ¾” 4 ½” x 1 7/8” 

Full Season (4 Concerts) $750 $600 $300 $150

Single Concert Program N/A $180 $90 $45
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Is the SSO a Harford County Treasure? You bet!!! 
The SSO...
...helps keep cultural dollars in Harford County. Ticket prices are low and patrons 
enjoy free, safe parking and no I-95 traffic to deal with.

...helps grow local artistic talent. The SSO’s all-volunteer musicians include teachers 
building the next generation of talent for the regional orchestras of this country, as 
well as the great orchestras of the world. Our side-by-side concerts encourage Harford 
County’s best young musicians. We support Band Together, a program helping to 
provide instruments to needy children. We perform works by local composers. All of 
this testifies to our commitment to youth and emerging talent.

...builds community. A download of even the greatest orchestral work can never 
replace the spark between musicians and audience that happens only during a live 
performance. That spark is further enhanced by the fact that these musicians are 
members of your community.

...has been a good steward of the monies raised and donated. This simplified budget 
outlines what it will take to implement five concerts this year.

...needs your help and support. 
How can YOU help?
•	Become a donor.
•	 Invite friends to concerts with you to 

increase our ticket sales.
•	Participate in our fundraising efforts.
•	Use the Amazon.com button on our 

website for online shopping.
•	Volunteer to help publicize the 

concerts.
•	Join the board.

How can you make a donation? 
Easy!!!
Donations can be made via PayPal on our 
website or by sending a check to SSO, 
P.O. Box 963, Abingdon, MD 21009. The 
SSO is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational 
organization and all donations are tax 
deductible.

INCOME	
Ticket Sales.................................$24,000
Grants......................................... $39,000
Donations....................................$10,000
Fundraisers....................................$4,000
Advertising.....................................$2,000
Other..............................................$1,000
TOTAL INCOME..........................$80,000

EXPENSES	
Music Rental/Purchase................$5,000
Instrument Rental/Purchase........$3,000
Advertising/Marketing............... $26,000
40th Commissioned Work............$8,000
Venue Rental.................................$6,800
Artists’ Stipends/Fees................$24,000
Insurance.......................................$1,800
Dues/Licenses/Fees....................$1,400
Office/Admin.................................$4,000
TOTAL EXPENSES......................$80,000

When you shop at AmazonSmile, 
Amazon donates 0.5% of the 
purchase price to the SSO. You can 
bookmark the link at <http://smile.
amazon.com/> or by visiting <Smile.
Amazon.com> and searching for 
Susquehanna Symphony Orchestra.
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